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Do not forward emailed copies of your 
newsletter to non members; It contains 
information not intended for general 

circulation 
Please use this version which is suitably ammended or 

refer people to the web site. 
www.islandyachtclub.co.uk 
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Well, the sailing season is nearly over and some of you are 
probably thinking ‘What sailing season?’ Once again the weather 
has not been kind at all and for those of you who are not retired our 
days of summer have tended to fall on a Wednesday or Thursday 
or for all of us when we have had extreme neap tides when our 
boats have been sitting dry at high water. Personally, I have 
holidayed on the East Coast, been on the Vice Commodores 
Cruise to Gravelines ending up weather bound in Ramsgate, been 
on my Commodores Cruise to Ramsgate, spent the odd weekend 
in the Medway and taken part in several races and on every 
occasion on at least one day of each trip I have had 25 knots of 
wind and above over the boat. Does anyone want to buy a well 
found boat? Ha Ha. Thankfully the season is not totally over for 
some of us though. There is the Gentlemen’s cruise to St. 
Katherine’s in November and the even colder cruise to the Medway 
in February, so watch the Notice Board for details. You do have to 
be slightly insane to take part in these cruises but as this is a 
prerequisite for anyone owning a boat I hope there will be a good 
number taking part. 
 
The ground work for the construction of our new shower block is 
complete and we hope the next phase will start very soon. I have 
applied to Essex County Council on behalf of the Club for a grant 
to assist in the funding of this project. We will now have to wait and 
see if we are successful in our bid. 
 
Remember, you can now purchase club regalia direct from the club 
as we are now keeping many items in stock form sizes small to 
extra large. If you require any items please see any available 
committee member who will be only too pleased to help you with 
your purchase. Dare I say Christmas is not far away and our 
regalia would make an extremely good present for some one? 
 
The AGM is fast approaching and it now time for our members to 
start thinking about if they wish to stand for a position on committee 
or if they wish to put forward member’s proposals to the AGM. 
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Also, as a member you should make every effort to attend the 
AGM as your input could be important to the decision making 
process at the AGM and the future running of the club. 
Finally on a light note my Commodore’s Cruise to Ramsgate was a 
success despite the Weather Gods not being at their kindest again.  

At 05.30 on the Saturday morning of the August Bank Holiday 8 
vessels left our creek. The fleet consisted of 3 motor boats, Topaz 
with Martin Dobbs, Jamean with Paul Soderburg and Castaway 
Bay II with Trevor Bullock. A fourth motor boat, Windsor Maiden 
with Jim Parker, joined us from Strood and there were 5 sailing 
cruisers, Max with myself, Ocean Spirit with Bob Hough, Alan 
Anthony with Janalan, Terry Burlin with Annabelle and Russell Blitz 
with Western Enterprise.  

There was fair breeze and with the motor boats beginning to 
disappear into the distance we all put our sails up and were off. 
Russell Blitz got his main up but unfortunately as he went to unfurl 
his Genoa his forestay disintegrated at the mast head and he had 
no option but to turn back. I suppose you could say it was lucky it 
occurred so close to home and he got back to the creek safely but 
it would have been even luckier if it had not happened at all. 

With some sadness at leaving Russell behind we were all well 
underway and had a great, uneventful sail all the way to the 
entrance of Ramsgate Harbour. With motor boats arriving along 
way ahead off us they and as usual had sorted out the mooring 
situation and informed us while en route. The weather that 
Saturday was warm and sunny and I succumbed to putting my 
shorts on much to the horror of those around me. On arrival at 
Ramsgate we downed a few beers in the marina to celebrate the 
end of a good passage. 

Of course there was the mandatory visit to the Royal Temple Yacht 
Club for afternoon refreshments for every one and sitting on their 
balcony overlooking the harbour in one of those rare occurrences 
of summer sunshine and sipping good ale was an absolute treat. 

That evening we all assembled, 26 of us, for the Commodores 
meal in a restaurant come bar called Jackson’s Wharf. This is just 
up a side road by the pub called Harvey’s, on the corner. As is the 
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norm a reasonable amount of alcohol was consumed and I think 
every one commented on the good selection, how good the food 
was and that everything was reasonably priced ever. If you want 
silver service dining this is not the place for you but if you want 
good wholesome food at an affordable price with very friendly, 
helpful staff then this is the place for you. I would certainly 
recommend it. At the end of the evening some went on to the 
Royal Temple for additional refreshment and others, me included, 
went back to the boats for nightcaps on board. 

Dawn was not with me on this trip as she was in Doncaster with my 
daughter who was due to give birth to our first grandchild. I should 
point out that Dawn insisted that I should go on this trip as it was 
my cruise and that I had already re arranged it due to other 
personal circumstanced. 

At about 10.30 pm with a large glass of red wine in my hand I 
received a phone call from Dawn saying that Clare was in labour 
and the baby should be here in the next hour. Ah ha, a good 
excuse for more wine in preparation to wet the baby’s head. Well 
an hour passed, more red wine, then another, more red wine and 
my guests on board decided that sleep was now of the essence. I 
agreed but before turning in I tried to reach Dawn several times but 
could not get through to her. I did not sleep at all well that night and 
very early on Sunday morning I tried several times to get through 
again but to no avail.  

Now it is becoming custom, while in Ramsgate,  to make a 
pilgrimage to a lovely little pub called The Belle Vue in Pegwell 
overlooking the bay. The weather was rather bleak, dark grey skies 
with rain on and off and I was not really in the mood having heard 
nothing of my daughter but I was persuaded to go to take mind off 
things in a glass of real ale. As usual on arrival we were given a 
warm welcome and I had just bought the first round when I got the 
phone call from my daughter telling me that I was grandfather of a 
beautiful boy, Ethan William. Well, you can guess what happened 
next and perhaps I over did the celebration just a little and by the 
time I got back to the boat I was very, very relaxed and ready for a 
short nap.  

 6 

Again, it is always a custom to have fish and chips in Pete’s Fish 
Factory and that’s what we did on Sunday evening followed by yet 
another visit to the Royal Temple. I think they are beginning to 
warm to us there. 

Monday morning started off bright and sunny but the grey skies 
soon took over completely and the wind began to build. The 
forecast was 4’s to 5’s occasionally 6 but the forecast for the 
Thames was predominantly 4’s. Of course they got that completely 
wrong and made the trip back at mostly the top end of a 5 from the 
South West and we all know what that means.  

Some of us did manage to sail from Ramsgate to the East Last but 
we had to put in quite a few tacks and in the end I put a second 
reef in the main and decided to motor sail the rest of the way into 
the wind. 

If you read my Summer News letter article you will know about the 
crows trying to nest at the top of my mast. Well, it seems that the 
word has got around the bird world. Just off Margate with me on 
the helm and 25 knots of wind over the boat something came 
crashing into the cockpit. Yes, you have guessed, it was a bird, a 
racing pigeon in fact. As it edged toward the hatchway for shelter I 
shouted to my crew “Get that bl**dy thing off my boat” because we 
all know what pigeons are very good at. To my horror a mutiny took 
place. My crew, Mike Edwards and my brother in law Gary Terry 
refused to obey my order stating “Ah, the poor things exhausted” 
and “But it will drown”. As it was blowing a bit and there was no 
where convenient to hang my mutinous crew I allowed them to 
place his rat of the sky in the corner of the boarding platform 
hoping he would fall off of his own accord and with Mike Edwards 
promising to clear up the prevailing mess which would naturally 
occur. Anyhow, the bird stayed there all the way to just off 
Southend Pier where in very confused seas it got pooped and 
disappeared overboard. You can imagine how heart broken I was. I 
glanced behind to see the bird bobbing up and down violently and 
making a vain attempt to get air borne, which it did only to plummet 
back into the sea. I must admit I suddenly felt very guilty and as if 
the bl**dy bird had read my mind it made one last valiant effort to 
get in the air, succeeded and plonked itself back on my boat. As 
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Lady Luck had been so kind to him I said he could ride the rest of 
the way where he had been for the previous 3 hours. Once we had 
got on the mooring Mike took him to the compound and put him 
down with some scraps of biscuits. I could almost hear the hawks 
in our compound saying “Dinner Time”. However, true to his word, 
Mike came back and cleaned the boarding platform off and 
decided that in future I will not have bird fanciers on my boat. 

 

My thanks to all those who went on the cruise and I think everyone 
enjoyed themselves. I know at least one boat and crew did from a 
very nice letter written to me. I always say it does not matter where 
you are or what the weather is like, it is the company you are in 
that is important and that weekend the company was great, Thanks 
again to all the skippers and crews.  
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As most you must be aware the cadets have been quite busy 
this season so far. We have had a visit from the Essex Yacht 
Club Cadets in which a good day was had by all.  
We would like to thank all of those who gave up their time on 
that Friday to come along and supported us, with the activities 
on the water, BBQ and the cleaning up after. We had a letter 
from Essex Yacht club thanking the Island Yacht Club for the 
warm welcome that they received on the day 
Then we had our fun day in August in which we were very 
lucky with the weather another great day was had on the water 
by all and again with out the support of those members that 
supported us we would not have had such a good day along 
with the BBQ , boat rides, stalls and disco that night. Again 
thanks to those that gave their time on that day and the days 
leading up to the fun day with cakes, BBQ, raffle prizes and 
John & Chris with the disco. 
Our next main event is the Southampton Boat show in which 
Aaron Lowther will be representing the Island Yacht club in 
the Honda RIB challenge. The cadets went to the SE England 
area finals where only the winner goes onto the final at 
Southampton but the cadets did not only take first place at the 
SE area finals they took 1st 2nd & 3rd in the over 13yrs age 
group and 2nd & 3rd in the under 13yrs age group 
Again with out those members Peter Powell, Paul Soderberg 
and Jeff Beverley who gave their time and efforts to the 
cadets this would not have been possible. 
So we would just like to say thank you. 
  
Very best regards 
Martin,Karen, Alex & Mark 
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Motor Boat Section 
Once again it is newsletter time, this season seems to be going 
so quick again. The weather has not been that kind what with 
the junior fishing comp cancelled due to the weather; but this 
has been scheduled thanks to those members for their time in 
reorganising this event.  
But we have done all of the cruises that we had planned this 
year so far with the cruise to Hoo that was arranged by our 
social committee. Then we had our cruise to St Kath's, 
the weather again was against everyone that was going away 
that weekend but did not stop those who went from having a 
good time. Then we had our cruise to the Maidstone river boat 
festival with 6 motor boats a very enjoyable 3 days were had 
by all with every one asking can we do the festival again in 
2009. All I can say with regards to that question is folks the 
choice is yours. August Bank holiday we had the commodores 
cruise to Ramsgate again the weather was a bit hit and miss 
but 4 motor boats took part Topaz, Castway Bay. Windsor 
Maiden & Jamean. We all had a good weekend even with the 
rain and wind. Hopefully we may still manage a weekend or 
two away before the end of the season is upon us. 
But if anyone would like to go away for a weekend and would 
like to go in company just put a note up on the motor boat 
notice board in the club house and let other members know 
that they are welcome to join you for the weekend 
  
Very best regards  
Martin. 
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Sailing Section  
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Special reminder of the Prize Giving on Dec 6 th. 

IYC BOATING ACTIVITIES 2008  
Adjusted for BST  

Date HW HT RACE CRUISE DINGHY 
SEPT Sat 13 12:06 5.2 Upnor Race Upnor  
Sun 14 12:44 5.5   Dinghy Race 
Sun 28 12:43 5.8 Greene King Race  Whitbread Race 
OCT Sun 5 16:42 5.2   Dinghy Race 
Sun 12 11:22 5.2   Gin & Rum 
NOV Thu 13 11:54 5.9  Gentlemans  
DEC Sat 6 05:20 4.8 Prize Giving   

���������	����
	��	�
�������������������	���������  

 

5 minute 
Preparatory 

1 sound  * or       
 Class flag (No 1)  Raised 

��

 

4 minute 
Warning 

1 sound  * or       
Code flag (P) Raised 

��

 

1 minute 
Warning 

 1 sound  * or       
 Code flag (P) Lowered 

��  
Start   1 sound  * or       

 Class flag Lowered 

I am sure the Members would all join me in wishing 
Brian Turner a speedy recovery. Sounds like you 

have been through the wars Brian; but I am expecting 
some competition next year so get well soon.  
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Club members loaded up their boats on the Friday and agreed to be up by 
about 3a.m. to leave the Creek for Gravelines.  A very strong Easterly was 
blowing and the trip was aborted, we all went back to bed until about 8a.m. 
and then had breakfast in the Clubhouse. By lunch time it was a strong North 
Easterly wind. 

Sunday lunch in the Clubhouse then sail off in a light NE breeze to Ramsgate 
leaving at 15.30.  We arrive at Ramsgate at 21.30 the wind had picked up to a 
force 6 on the way and was quite choppy. 

The saying ‘never known a night like it’ comes to mind here. Strong Easterly 
winds all night with heavy rain. We had a lunchtime drink at the Royal 
Temple and got soaked walking back. The rain persisted for the rest of the 
day and all night. Gravelines was out of the equation for the time being. 

Tuesday was a little better overcast with a light SW breeze. I had arranged 
the Vice Commodore’s ‘cheese and wine’(dinner really)  at Jackson’s Wharf. 
It was a nice meal and they catered well for us, helping us celebrate Dave 
Lane’s 80th birthday in style. 

Very bad thunder storms in the night with heavy rain again causing local 
flooding in the town. 

Wednesday a nice start but bad forecast, SW 6-8. Four of us walk along the 
beach to Broadstairs which is a lovely little town and worth the walk if you 
are in Ramsgate.  We needed extra lines on the boats as the wind was as 
forecast.  Another visit to the Royal Temple.  We have by now decided that 
Gravelines was well and truly out of the question – time wise. 

Thursday produced a NE breeze and we left at 10.30 and motored to North 
Foreland. Slow sail 2-3 knots, some drizzly rain at about 13.00 and it rained 
until we picked up the Club Buoy at 18.00 arriving at the mooring at 19.15 
and guess what it started to rain again. All in all quite a miserable trip but I 
would like to thank the crews on ‘Coda’, ‘Max’, ‘Cathy’, ‘ Ocean Spirit‘ and 
of course ‘Annobelle‘ who made the best of the bad weather. 
  

Valerie Deane 

Vice Commodore 
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Winter lift dates for the current year.  
Date High Water Height 
18th October 15:24 6.0m 
19th October 16:11 5.8m 
25th October 10:34 5.3m 
1st November 14:07 5.6m 
2nd November 14:41 5.5m 
15th November 13:28 6.0m 
16th November 14:17 6.0m 
ALL MOTORBOATS REQUIRING LIFTS WITH NO.1 RIG 
WILL BE LIFTED ON 1st NOVEMBER; THIS IS DUE TO 
LIMITATIONS OF LIFTING RIG. 
Cost: Members: £125 
Many thanks. 
Alex 

Changes to Private Function Applications 
Dear Members, 
It has been agreed by the Committee to amend the way in which the 
main hall is used for a private function. 
 With effect from the 2nd November the Club will ask for a fee to 
cover the cost of the Staff (to be paid 2 weeks prior to date of 
function.  Members will still be expected to leave a deposit with the 
club in case of any damages. This cheque in not cashed just held 
with the Private Function application until after the event.  The 
cheque is either destroyed, or returned to the Club member. 
Should anyone wish to book the Club house then you would need to 
write in the first instance to Elaine Chuter for confirmation of the 
availability of the date required. 
Thank you. 
Valerie Deane 
Bar Chairman 
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The club resident pyromaniac has had a dream fulfilled… well almost. He’d 
been given permission to burn an old boat. This is something that hasn’t 
happened for a while – the last ones were an old Maurice Griffiths designed 
canoe stern pocket cruiser that didn’t actually have a lot wrong with it... and a 
lovely little Debutant. The eyes of the pyromaniac literally dazzled and danced 
as the news was imparted! “All I need,” he’d said, cocking his head skywards, 
“is a north westerly breeze… and a match!”  
The old boat, Tweedle Dee, rotten to the core, had been in preparation for a 
voyage to the south coast until the new owner saw the light, was largely 
dismantled and stripped of useful items to await its fate. She now resides in 
many pieces upon the bonfire pile waiting for the pyro’s match.  
A sign of the times… 
One of our younger members has sold his motor vessel. He’d spent the winter 
putting a bigger engine in the boat and had done a host of other commendable 
works too. Meeting him around the jetty, one afternoon, he happily imparted 
his news saying, “I’ve sold the old boat and bought a Westerly Centaur.” 
“She’s a twenty-six footer.” 
“Oh yes...” I’d responded enquiringly, adding, “They’re a good reliable boat.” 
“The motor boat was costing me over thirty quid each time I went out… it was 
too much.” 
“Just got to learn how to sail her now…” 
Yes, most of us have been there too – learning to sail. It wasn’t long before an 
old Centaur hand had taken the youngster under his wing – she (the boat) 
leaves her moorings regularly too. 
Rumour has it that another motorboat owner is headed down the same 
pathway... a return to sail… Some may have seen earlier this year that the one 
hundred year old West Country Topsail Schooner the Kathleen & May has 
done just that – she’s on charter for a year to ship wine from France to Ireland. 
Why do we have so many craft out of the water? Does anyone else ask 
themselves this question too?  

Now for the anonymous articles  
Perhaps the element of mystery is rodent humour!!   

And perhaps I am missing a cryptic clue in the sermon of Ah.Men ??  
But if there is a problem with the article and I have no idea who it is 
from I can’t get back to you to rectify it. But many thanks for the 

effort anyway , It is appreciated and relevant.  
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Of course, it’s a good question and is often asked up and down the waterfronts 
of our rivers and creeks - it’s the same at another club in our locality too.  
Tucked into an odd corner, or two, at yards around and about, one can often 
find abandoned boats, wooden, steel and plastic, once the pride and joy of 
doting owners, sitting forlornly, awaiting their ultimate fate. Vegetation, with 
more than a gentle hold can be seen growing profusely, in, over, and around 
them – let’s hope that that situation isn’t one that will confront us too… But… 
aren’t we there already… look… just to the west of the slipway… Let’s hope it 
doesn’t spread! 
Rumour abounded during the late spring and early summer period that one 
sailor was about to apply to become a member of the motorboat group… he 
was often been seen out on the water. No! Not sailing, but happily engaged 
with the clubs twin engine motor yacht, ‘Lilly’ , running around the creek. The 
rumour suggested that the sailor had been christened ‘Number One’. A wise 
guy, a compound loafer, we have a few of those (they live around all 
waterfronts offering ‘advice’ - harmless to be sure), suggested that the sailor 
could run for RC Motor too…  

There’s little chance of that, I understand! 

����������
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Credit Where It’s Due 
There is a tremendous amount of work which is undertaken by volunteers from our 
club to repair, maintain, renew, keep clean, tidy up, move vessels and equipment and 
even develop and manufacture machinery and equipment in order to maintain and 
improve the well-being and future of the club not to mention the time and work of the 
various committee members. I am aware of most of the work that is undertaken in the 
compound and feel thanks are more than due to a number of people who have given 
their time and labour to organise and undertake a great deal of this work and therefore I 
would like to say thanks to Alex, Bill, Phill, Dave L, Kieth, Barry, Len B, Kevin, Dave 
W, Derek, Martin, Guy, Roy, Paul and Pam all who have put in a great deal of time 
normally during the week in an effort to help the club and keep it presentable most of 
the time. Thanks are also due to the guys who gave their time to install the concrete 
base for the shower block, I am unaware of most of their names. With all this goodwill 
and effort given freely it is a great shame that there are still some people who remain 
ungrateful and dissatisfied with what they have. I have to say most of these are usually 
conspicuous by their absence when work is required and perhaps a little more give and 
take and a chat now and then with committee members would work wonders. Let's 
hope for the future "all the people can be pleased all the time" for the good of the club. 

Ah Men 
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Listed on the IYC Web site where you can find more details. 
BROOM  FLYBRIDGE 
CRUISER 1982 GRP 35 £53,950 
SEAGLASS GRP 24   £8,500 
QUEENSLANDER ASP 33/11   £4,000 
SNAPDRAGON 26 KUBUKI 26   £7,000 
MOTOR BOAT/WOOD LUCKY EDDY 28 OFFERS 
TRAPPER 300 FLYING FOX 26   £8,500 
SAILFISH WHICH WAY NORTH 18 OFFERS 
FAIREY FISHERMAN  26 £13,000 
MACWESTER ROWAN MOUNTAIN ASH 22  P.O.A 
ARISTO CAT              WESTERN  ENTERPRIZE 33  P.O.A 
McGREGOR EMILY 26  £10,500 
HALMATIC ANGLER 30   £3,000 
SEA ROVER INCH 28 £10,000 
VIVACITY GRP 20 OFFERS 
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��������	�
���
����������������
�����������  

����
����	����������	���������	��		����� � ���������
� �!"�# �$!�%�
"#�&��$&!�  

�
��
���  �����
�  

�����	
�������
������  ������  

���	�����	� 	!"�#�"��
�!�
 	!!$�����	  

%!�#
  

������
���!��"$�����  
�
�  

%!�#
�����"���  ��		�	����	�
�  

����&'()*  ����&'()*  

��+,  �����

�  

-���������������  ��		�	  

��������������  �!�	  

������	�������  ����!���  

�������,�����  �
��
  

%�������
.�  ������	  

�	��"	!!�
	�
�/	��%��"�  �	�
�  

�����	
�������
������  -��  


�
����%!�#
������  %!�#
  

��		�	���!�	!��������  
���"�  

�����	
���!�	!��������  �������	�0!	���"���!�	!  

����&)(**  ����&1(**  

-�
����2�

�  %�,+,+�������3  

������	����
��
  ��		�	����
��
  

�(�(
  �!�	�������
  

�!�	�������
  ��		�	���
���"�  

��4������	
�������
��	�"  ��		�	���-��  

&'()*  &'('*  

�-+�3��,  �+3��  

����3���	���5���� �	��
������!	
.��
%�!"��
�  

�����6��
��
���
��6���!�����!	��6��!	�����
��""	!�����&7(**  

 


